When any considerable portion of the dentine is to be removed, the file is not the best instrument. Upon inflamed dentine it is exceedingly painful, it will often increase the inflammation; the jarring is unpleasant to the patient; it is liable to irritate the external periosteum. The action of the file is very tedious; wearisome to the patient and operator. The file is a valuable instrument, the place of which could not be supplied by any other.
When a separation is to be made that requires the removal of a considerable portion of the tooth, the chisels or heavy cutting instruments are preferable to any other. These, if of the proper form and temper, and kept sharp, are very efficient for cutting away portions of the teeth. The execution with them is far more rapid than with the file, and far less unpleasant to the patient. The removal of sensitive dentine can be effected with but little or no pain, and without a liability of increasing the inflammation, or producing irritation or disease of the external periosteum. The force of the instrument is resisted by the entire attachment of the tooth; and the pressure by the instrument is made almost in a line with the axis of the to )th.
In the use of these instruments the contiguous teeth do not suffer injury as is often the case with the file.
The manipulation with these instruments is very simple. For separating the front teeth the instrument is firmly held in the hand; and the thumb placed on the points of the teeth, the instrument placed on the teeth at the point from which the portion is to be removed, and pressed gradually toward the gums, cutting its way freely; all effort to thrust it between the teeth as a wedge, or before it has cut its way freely, must be avoided. 
